
Selected Species from NMQOC 

Species Appreciation Group 

19 December 2015 
 

Photographs courtesy of Jon Cara 

Orchid commentary courtesy of Eddie Boudette, Chris Dennis, 

Roger Finn, Len James and Bob Meagher 

 

 

Phalaenopsis rosenstromii 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Phalaenopsis amabilis subsp. 

rosenstromii. 

 North-East Queensland from Iron Range 

to Mount Spec. 

 Grows in humid places where there is 

good air circulation – near waterfalls, 

moist gullies, deep gorges and sheltered 

slopes. 

 Needs warmth, humidity and good air 

movement. Grown over a tray of moist 

coconut husk, watered three times a week 

in summer and once a week in winter. 

Fertilized with low nitrogen fertilizer. 

 

Sarcochilus hirticalcar 

 Endemic to North-East Queensland in the 

McIlwraith Range. 

 Usually a small epiphyte growing on 

open vegetation along creeks and rivers 

and on floodplains in moist areas. 

Flowers are long lasting. 

 Grown on cork or hardwood in a fairly 

shady spot. Fertilize with low nitrogen in 

the warmer months and water copiously 

in summer and sparingly in winter. 

 



 

 

Dendrobium insigne 

 North-East Queensland on Saibai Island 

and New Guinea. 

 Lowland rainforests; flowers last two 

days. 

 Grown in a pot of medium bark; watered 

daily in summer and fertilized with low 

nitrogen. 

Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi 

 Found from India to Java and Borneo. 

 Grows as an epiphyte or occasionally as a 

lithophyte at low to moderate altitudes in 

humid forests where there is bright light. 

 Grown over a tray of coconut husk that is 

kept wet.  This species has been potted on 

sphagnum moss and fertilized with low 

nitrogen. 

Upper photograph of paler flower 

colouration. 

 

 



 

Pollardia livida 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea livida. 

 Mexico to Peru. 

 Semi-deciduous forests at 1000 to 1400 

metres. 

 Photographs in Withner show two colour 

forms. The Mexican which is orange and 

the Venezuelan which is darker and more 

livid. 

Encyclia belizensis 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Encyclia alata subsp. virella. 

 Central America from Belize, Guatemala, 

Honduras and Mexico. 

 Hot to warm growing epiphyte. 

 Found from sea level to 100 metres in 

tropical deciduous forests. 

 Grown in bark under 50% shade cloth.  

Watered 2-3 times per week depending 

upon the temperature. Fertilized 3 weeks 

high nitrogen and then 1 week low 

nitrogen. 

 

 

Encyclia alata 

 Central America from Mexico to Costa 

Rica. 

 Grows as an epiphyte in semi-deciduous 

forests below 1000 metres. 

 Grown in medium bark under 50% shade. 

Watered 2-3 times a week with three 

weeks of high nitrogen and one week low 

nitrogen. 



 

Epidendrum rigidum 

 Wide range through Central and South 

America. 

 Epiphyte found in tropical rainforests, 

mangroves, semi-deciduous forests from 

sea level to 1300 metres. 

 Grown in small bark under 50% shade. 

Watered 2-3 times a week. Fertilized high 

nitrogen three weeks; one week low 

nitrogen. 

 

 

Trichoglottis bipunctata 

 Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia. 

 Grows in forest as an epiphyte at low 

altitudes characterised by seasonal 

climate – receiving good summer rains 

and little during the winter. Avoids 

situations in direct sunlight but requires 

good air and humidity. 

 Grown on fern tree slab high in the shade 

house under 50% shade cloth. Watered 

copiously in summer and less so in 

winter. Fertilized with low nitrogen. 

Needs protection from the cold in winter. 



Brassavola nodosa 

 Central America, West Indies, Colombia 

and Venezuela. 

 Epiphyte. Grows at low altitude – often in 

dry conditions. 

 Flowers periodically throughout the year 

with up to seven flowers on each 

inflorescence. Flowers are long lasting 

and are fragrant at night. 

 Culture – grown in pot of medium bark 

watered twice weekly in warmer months; 

even more often in very hot weather; 

weekly in winter. Fertilized – three weeks 

with high nitrogen and one week with 

low nitrogen. Low nitrogen in winter 

every fortnight.  

 

There are about 28 species of Aerides found 

through South-East Asia from India to 

Borneo and up to the Philippines. 

 

Aerides multiflora 

 Comes from Assam, Bangladesh, Eastern 

Himalayas, India, Nepal, Western 

Himalayas, Andaman Islands, Myanmar, 

Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

 Grows in semi-deciduous and deciduous 

dry lowland tropical and subtropical 

forests at elevations of sea level to 1100 

metres. 

 Cool to hot growing. 

 Inflorescence with up to 50 waxy, 

fragrant flowers. 



 

 

Aerides houlletiana 

 Thailand and Indochina. 

 Low to moderate altitudes in bright light. 

 Sometime found in a somewhat shaded 

positions. 

 Like most Aerides produces many aerial 

roots. 

 Likes frequent watering and heavy 

feeding similar to Vandas. 

 Flowers spring and summer 

 

 

 

Aerides odorata 

 Found in many areas of North-West 

Himalayas, Indochina, Borneo, Java and 

up to the Philippines. 

 Grows high up in the trees. 

 From 200 to 2000 metres. 

 Likes bright sunlight. 



 

Aerides rosea 

 Widespread through the Himalayas, 

Vietnam, Bhutan and Thailand. 

 Growing on rocks in semi-deciduous 

forests. 

 Its smaller growth would give one an 

indication of it growing on rocks and not 

up is a tree hanging down (like Aerides 

odorata) 

 Grows between 300 to 1700 metres. 

 Densely packed flowers in summer. 
 

 

Neofinetia falcata 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Vanda falcata. 

 From Japan, Korea and the Ryukyu 

Islands. 

 Cold growing epiphyte. 

 Found in areas that have shady summers 

but because of the deciduous trees that 

they grow on almost full sun in the 

winter. 

 Nocturnally fragrant flowers. 

 Best mounted on tree fern or cork 

otherwise it can be grown in suspended 

pots with a very coarse mixture to allow 

air to get to the roots. 

 Miniature to small sized vandanaceous 

plants that are typically under 

125-130 millimetres (5 inches) tall. 



 

 

Cattleya tigrina 

 Found in coastal forests below 100 

metres in southern Brazil. 

 Warm growing epiphyte. 

 Leathery leaves with sharp to serrated 

edges. 

 Fragrant flowers. 

Cattleya forbesii 

 Forbes' Cattleya after English orchid 

collector of the 1800's. 

 Cool to warm growing, medium sized, 

epiphyitc or lithophytic species from 

Brazil. 

 Found near streams or the sea coast on 

trees and rocks or on bushes under trees 

at elevations of 200 metres. 

 Best grown mounted to tree fern or cork 

or potted in well draining medium under 

bright light coditions with cool to warm 

temperatures and a warm humid summer 

with a short winter rest after flowering. 
 

 

Bulbophyllum affine 

 Miniature to small sized. 

 Cool to warm growing. 

 Comes from the Western Himalayas, 

Assam, Eastern Himalayas, Nepal, 

Bhutan, Sikkim, Myanmar, Thailand, 

Laos, Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan and 

Yunnan provinces of China, Vietnam, 

Hong Kong, Taiwan and the Ryukyu 

Islands. 

 In evergreen lowland forests at elevations 

of 100 to 1800 metres or in Hong Kong 

as a lithophyte on rocks at elevations 

around 200 metres. 

 Thrives in teak baskets with tree fern and 

wood chips. 



 

Thunia marshalliana 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Thunia alba var. alba. 

 Giant sized, erect, cold to warm growing 

terrestrial from Myanmar, Thailand and 

Southern China on the ground, on rocks 

and in tree forks at elevations of 1000 to 

2300 metres. 

 large, showy, fragrant, short-lived 

flowers 

 Water heavily when new grows start and 

up to flowering. If not flowering by 

Christmas then not going to flower this 

growing season. 

 Water sparingly when deciduous during 

winter dormancy. 

Chiloschista parishii 

 Parish's Chiloschista after English orchid 

collector in Burma during the 1800's. 

 Found in Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand, 

India and the Himalayan kingdoms. 

 In semi-deciduous and deciduous dry 

lowland forests and savanna like 

woodlands at elevations of sea level to 

700 metres. 

 Miniature sized, hot to warm growing, 

leafless epiphyte with small leaves that 

wither before blooming. 

 Fragrant flowers. 

 Needs bright light and frequent watering. 
 

 

Dendrobium toressae 

 Grain of wheat orchid. 

 North-East Australia 

 Grows at moderate altitudes in rainforest 

and nearby open forest as an epiphyte or 

lithophyte in humid conditions. 



Phalaenopsis lueddemanniana 

 Variable species from Philippines 

 Grows as epiphyte at low altitudes. 

 Old inflorescenecs keike a lot. 

 Flowers throughout year. 

 

 

Dendrobium farmeri 

Angraecum scottianum 

 



 

Encyclia tampensis f. albolabia 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Encyclia tampensis. 

 An alba form of Encyclia tampensis. 

 Found in Florida United States of 

America. 

 Common name Florida butterfly orchid 

or Tampa orchid. 

 Found in humid shady swampy areas on 

dead trees in full sun. 

 Cool to warm grower from sea level to 

about 25 metres. 

 Flowers are long lasting. 

Bifrenaria trianthena 

 Found in Bahia and Minas Gerais in 

Southern Brazil 

 Elevations 1000 to 2000 metres. 

 Distinct dry winter, 

 Cool to warm grower. 

 Flower arises from mature pseudobulbs. 

 Flowers long lasting. 

 Was in 50% shade orchid house for 

several years without flowering. Moved 

into full sun. Two months later it 

flowered. Leaves did not burn in full sun.  

 

Cattleya loddigesii 

 Comes from Brazil. 

 Plants grow at elevations of 600 to 900 

metres in swampy regions near the 

headwaters of a number of major rivers. 

 Grows in dappled light and cool to warm 

conditions. 

 Can be mounted or grown in baskets or 

pots with coarse open fast draining 

medium. 

 If mounted may require seveal waterings 

during hot dry weather to maintain 

humidity. 



 

Brassia verrucosa 

 Grows from Southern Mexico through 

Guatamala, Honduras, El Salvador, 

Nicaragua and Venezuela. 

 Found at elevations up to 1600 metres. 

 Grows in humid forests on mountain 

sides. 

 Needs to be grown in dappled light with 

cool to warm conditions. 

 I grow this plant satisfactorially under 

70% shade cloth. 

 

 

Tolumnia sylvestris 

 Comes from Cuba. 

 Plants grow in clumps of grass and leaf 

debris. 

 Not much is known about habitat and 

elevation. 

 Grows in bright indirect light with cool to 

warm conditions. 

 I have my plant hanging about 2 metres 

above the floor of orchid house. 



 

Anacheilium trulla 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea trulla.  

 

Anacheilium radiatum 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea radiata. 

Brassavola cucullata 

 



 

Bulbophyllum aff. biflorum 

Undescribed Bulbophyllum sp. (species) from 

the Philippines that is like (has affinities 

with) but is not Bulbophyllum biflorum. 

Anacheilium cochleatum 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea cochleata. 

 

 

Bulbophyllum levyae 



Dendrochilum 

filiforme 

 

 

 

Anisopetala sanguinolenta 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Dendrobium sanguinolentum. 

 

Calanthe furcata 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Calanthe triplicata 
 



 

Monanthos erectifolius 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Dendrobium erectifolium 

Encyclia aspera 

 

 

 

Dienia montana 

Currently considered 

by the World 

Checklist of Selected 

Plant Families to be a 

homotypic synonym 

of Dienia ophrydis. 



 

Bulbophyllum plumatum 
 

 

Kingidium minus 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Phalaenopsis finleyi. 



Lycaste bradeorum 

 

 

Oncidium croesus 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Gomesa croesus. 

Oncidium longipes var. croesus is currently 

considered by the World Checklist of 

Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Gomesa croesus. 

Hoffmannseggella ghillanyi 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Cattleya ghillanyi. 

 



 

Hoffmannseggella longipes 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Cattleya longipes. 

Encyclia trulla 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea trulla. 

 

 

Polystachya galeata 



Dendrobium crystallinum 

 

 

Cymbidium simulans 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Cymbidium aloifolium. 

Encyclia profusa 

 



 

Oncidium panamense 

Oncidium altissimum 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Oncidium baueri. 

 

 

Oncidium leucochilum 



Oncidium planilabre 

 

 

Oncidium montanum 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Gomesa montana. 

Oncidium gracile 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Cyrtochilum gracile. 

 



 

Oncidium longipes 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Gomesa longipes. 

 


