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The Australasian Native Orchid Society (Qld) – Kabi Group Inc. exists to:
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•
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Conservation Officer
Gwen Scrace

•

Registrar of Judges
David James

•

Membership Registrar
Graham Corbin
NMQOC Delegates
Pam Porteous
Trevor Porteous

Life Members
Eddie Boudette

Social Convenor (BBQ)
Marilyn Corbin
Show Catering Convenor
Rhonda Harvey
Social Convenor (Supper)
Lynn Biddle
Raffle Promoter
Mark Jennings

•
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Aspley, QLD 4034
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Web:
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Ross and Rhonda Harvey

David James

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly meetings on 2nd Tuesday of each month from February to December
at 7.30pm at the Bald Hills Memorial Hall, 2126 Gympie Road, Bald Hills, QLD.
The meeting format includes plants on display/benching competition, guest
speaker, informal discussion about various aspects of native orchid culture and
supper.
Bush walks to view native orchids in their habitat at various South-East
Queensland locations each month February to December.
Bush House visits.
Autumn Show (late March to early April).
Spring Show (late August).
Australia Day Barbeque.
Bus Trips.
Monthly newsletter (Kalhari).

The Australasian Native Orchid Society (Qld) – Kabi Group Inc. is a member of the
North Moreton Queensland Orchid Council.

Webmaster
Warren Wilcox
Vacant Positions
Assistant Secretary
Assistant Meeting Marshall
Conservation Sub-Committee

Ray Doolan

Australasian Native Orchid Society (Qld) – Kabi Group Inc. activities include:

Librarian
Gwen Scrace
Show Sub-Committee Chair
Warren Wilcox

Promote the culture and propagation of native orchids and native hybrids,
Assist in the preservation of native orchids in their natural habitat and to
discourage the wanton destruction of same,
Promote the scientific and cultural knowledge of native orchids and native
hybrids,
Engage in any activity that would further the well-being and increase the
knowledge of native orchids and native hybrids,
Promote good fellowship among all people interested in orchids.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES WANTED
Members are invited to submit articles to the Editor for publication in Kalhari.
Articles on any native orchid related topic is welcome and may include personal
experiences with particular orchids or genera, how-to articles, reports on native plants
at the shows of other societies, cultural experiments, photographs of native plants in the
wild or in culture and scientific or opinion pieces related to nomenclature. Articles can
be submitted in writing or in Word format by email to the Editor.

Disclaimer
Views or opinions expressed by authors of articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or
opinions of the Editor, Executive Officers or Management Committee. While every effort is made to publish
accurate information, the Society takes no responsibility for statements made, opinions expressed, or
mention of commercial products. The Society while taking all due care, accepts no responsibility for loss or
damage to any plants as a result of any action taken by a grower based on the advice or content expressed
in newsletter articles. All material contained in the newsletter remains the copyright of the author or
photographer or artist. Articles submitted and published in Kalhari may be republished in Kalhari at a later
date.
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President’s Message
It was approximately four weeks ago when the Kabi Group last met together at the Bald Hills Memorial Hall. We
sat and listened to Dr Lachlan Copeland who proved to be an excellent speaker and moderator, taking us
through not only his presentation on Orchids of New South Wales” but also the Verandah Discussion on the
effects of bushfires. Our new Life Members were presented with their Certificates and a number of members
received their 2019 Benching Competition Certificates. There were plenty of plants benched and the supper
was enjoyed by all. We went home and looked forward to our inaugural April Show. Coronavirus and Covid-19
were concerns for someplace else.
Then the barricades started to appear.
In the beginning football appeared more important than our health. You could have a gathering of 499 but not
501. The limits started to shrink – 500 became 100, became 20, became 2. “Two’s company and three is a
crowd”, never had more meaning. In the midst of this, the orchid flowers were crushed. No shows. No sales.
No bush house visits. No bus trips. No orchid related comradery. Stay home. Stay safe. A lot has happened in a
few weeks.
Kabi Group is not completely closed for business. The Management Committee is continuing to meet monthly
through teleconferencing. The committee will continue to plan for future Kabi events guided by our restrictions,
concern for the safety of our members and any timetable provided by our Governments about the future state.
The Editor and Assistant Editor are working hard to deliver the best possible newsletter during these times. All
members are asked to consider writing something of interest preferably with a few photos. Tell us about your
favourite plant, your bush house renovation, getting rid of pests – anything related to our Australasian native
orchids and their hybrids - the more variety, the better. Send articles to anos.kabi@gmail.com. Thank you to
those members who have already answered the call.
The committee at its March meeting brought forward our plans for a Kabi Group Facebook page. The original
intent was for the Facebook page to provide both a service for our members but to also be a tool to reach out
and seek new members. For the duration of the coronavirus crises however, the Kabi Group Facebook page will
be for members only. We hope that members join and use it to stay in touch with each other, post photos of
their orchids in flower, use it to buy, sell or swap their plants and engage in the activities that will appear.
At the present time, the Committee has cancelled the April, May and June monthly meetings. This coincides
with the Bald Hills Memorial Hall being closed until further notice. Meetings in July, August and September
remain doubtful. The Strathpine Community Centre – the venue for our August Show – is also closed until
further notice. AOC, ANOS and North Moreton QOC Judging Panels are unavailable until further notice.
Members should note, the likelihood of our August Show going ahead this year is very low. The committee will
make a decision regarding the show in June but that will leave less than 8 weeks to pull everything together an enormous, perhaps impossible task.
Stay safe everyone.
Warren Wilcox
President
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Huge congratulations to our very deserving new Life Members
Ross and Rhonda Harvey

Congratulations to Robert and Ashley: Overall First Place for 2019

Rob McAllister: First for Dendrobium Species

Chris Hood: First for Dendrobium Hybrids

Kalhari

April 2020

Len and David James: Dockrillia Species and Hybrids

Mark Jennings: Sarcanthinae Species and Hybrids

Gwen Scrace: Other Species and Hybrids

Wayne Rohlf and Shelley Wilson: Novice Champions
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Neville Bone

This orchid has had a bit of hiccup in naming as it was described as Dockrillia hepatica in 1996, then in 2003
renamed Dendrobium erythraeum. It could not carry the previous name of Dendrobium hepatica as there is
an orchid in western Borneo that was described in 1917, as Dendrobium (Dockrillia) hepatica.
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Geoff Stocker originally introduced this orchid following collecting a seed pod from an unidentified Dockrillia
specimen in the village of Kegsugl during an orchid tour in PNG some years ago. It was tagged as Dendrobium
sp #2 Ex Snake River from Kegsugl, Papua New Guinea.
I obtained my orchid as a result of a guest speaker in 2012, who had numerous plants for sale, some species
and others hybrids. I was lucky enough to purchase this orchid and one other. They were both potted in a
50mm tube and had a reasonably good growth on them. In no time at all I had to pot the Dendrobium
erythraeum into an 80mm pot. It stayed there for about a year and again I had to move it into a larger pot. It
was finally placed in a 120mm pot in 2014
This orchid just continues to put on amazing growth and
now is almost a metre in length. About 12 months ago,
it had approximately a dozen flower spikes and was an
absolute picture.
I currently grow my orchid in a 120mm black pot which
hangs in my unheated glass house about 1.5m above the
floor on an ‘A’ frame that faces north. It is potted in Perlite
& Peat Moss at about 4 or 5 to 1. It is watered/sprinkled 5
days a week during the summer months, decreasing to 2 or
3 days during winter. I fertilize once a week, generally on a
Sunday, weather permitting, with Grow Force BM7 for one
month then GF9 for the next month. This fertilizing is
carried out throughout the year. I also now undertake a
regular 4 time a year spray with ‘Merit’ a Systemic
Insecticide (equivalent to ‘Confidor’) to maintain some
control of Scale. Which I believe is a result of Ants
transporting and or overhead Gum trees containing larvae
of the Scale that waft down onto the orchids.
With the success of this orchid growing in a pot I have now
transferred a number of my other Dockrillias
(Dendrobiums) into pots, and they are now progressing very
nicely I am pleased to say.
Neville’s orchid was Cultural Plant of the Month in March, this year.
(Photos courtesy John Cara)

Member’s Market Place

AUSTRALASIAN ORCHIDS – BUY, SELL OR SWAP
Members looking for plants or with plants to sell or swap can advertise here by sending an email to
anos.kabi@gmail.com. Members who join the Kabi Facebook Group can also post the information directly
on Facebook. Photos of plants for sale can be added to your Facebook post. Unfortunately, due to limited
space we cannot include photos of plants for sale in Kalhari.
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Dendrobium insigne

Roger Finn

Dendrobium insigne is a Queenslander; but only just. Dendrobium insigne comes from Sabai island and from New
Guinea as well as the Solomons and Vanuatu. As you can see from the map below, Sabai Island is only stone’s throw
away from the New Guinea mainland.
As you can guess it comes from the lowland rainforests where it is
hot and wet. It has been found in mangroves and other trees where
it is swampy.

D. insigne grows in untidy clumps with stems reaching almost a
metre.

The leaves alternate up the stem with the largest leaves in the middle
of the stem. In between the leaves, buds will form and will remain
nascent until there is a sudden drop in temperature when they will
mature and ten days after the temperature drop, flowers will open.

They will appear in pairs from each bud and will progressively bloom up the stem as it matures. At times flowers will
appear from buds further up the stem; so flowering can be irregular.

Above Left, you can see a mature bud on the left with one developing on the right.
Above Right, you can see a pair of flowers back to back.
The flowers on my plant last for three days –
Day 1. The flowers are fully opened and are almost flat.
Day 2. The flowers are slightly cuppy but still looking pretty good.
Day 3. The flowers are very cuppy but still nice.
Unfortunately, I have never been able to exhibit Dendrobium insigne at its best. If the plant is disturbed the flowers
don’t open up fully as you see in the above photo.
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The most flowers that I have had in recent times has been
twenty-six.
Jenny Gall took this plant to Kempsey for the ANOS Conference
in 2016 (many thanks Jenny) where it was awarded a Certificate
of Botanical Merit. The clonal name I chose was Zahara after my
great-granddaughter.
The photos have been of Dendrobium insigne ‘Zahara’

KABI FACEBOOK GROUP

KABI IS NOW ON FACEBOOK!
• During social-distancing restrictions, only Kabi
members can join.
• Post pictures of your flowering ANOS eligible
plants.
• Competitions
• Monthly popular vote of posted photos
• Upload short videos of your set-up or items of
interest.
• Ask questions
• Buy, Swap and Sell your ANOS eligible plants.
• Stay informed of nearby shows and events.
• Stay in touch with your Kabi friends.

JOIN THE GROUP TODAY!
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Dendrobium discolor

David James

If you searched the World Checklist of Selected Plant Families (WCSP) on Sunday 5 April 2020 for Dendrobium discolor
you would have retrieved the following list of accepted names:
Dendrobium discolor Lindl., Edwards's Bot. Reg. 27(Misc.): 21, t. 52 (1841)
Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii (Fitzg.) A.D.Hawkes, Orquídea (Rio de Janeiro) 25: 173 (1963)
Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor
Dendrobium discolor var. fimbrilabium (Rchb.f.) Dockrill, Austral. Pl. 3: 28 (1964)
Dendrobium discolor var. fuscum (Fitzg.) Dockrill, Austral. Pl. 3: 28 (1964)
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata Liddle & P.I.Forst., Austrobaileya 3: 320 (1990).

The above list is as retrieved from the WCSP search. It appears to be in alphabetical order ignoring “var.” and “subsp.”.

If you put the list in chronological (date) order of authorship it makes more sense or it does to me:
Dendrobium discolor Lindl., Edwards's Bot. Reg. 27(Misc.): 21, t. 52 (1841)
Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii (Fitzg.) A.D.Hawkes, Orquídea (Rio de Janeiro) 25: 173 (1963)
Dendrobium discolor var. fimbrilabium (Rchb.f.) Dockrill, Austral. Pl. 3: 28 (1964)
Dendrobium discolor var. fuscum (Fitzg.) Dockrill, Austral. Pl. 3: 28 (1964)
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata Liddle & P.I.Forst., Austrobaileya 3: 320 (1990)
Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor.

For those that do not know the taxonomist that publishes the valid description is sometimes known as the author.
Also the date in brackets at the end of the accepted name is the publishing date (year).
So why does Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor not have an author?
Well it is my understanding that this is why Dendrobium discolor Lindl., Edwards's Bot. Reg. 27(Misc.): 21, t. 52 (1841)
remains an accepted name. It really should not be used as name because the species was broken into varieties and breakup was accepted. This means that when Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii (Fitzg.) A.D.Hawkes, Orquídea (Rio de
Janeiro) 25: 173 (1963) was accepted the following two varieties became accepted names:
Dendrobium discolor var. discolor
Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii.
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When Dendrobium discolor var. fimbrilabium (Rchb.f.) Dockrill, Austral. Pl. 3: 28 (1964) and Dendrobium discolor var.
fuscum (Fitzg.) Dockrill, Austral. Pl. 3: 28 (1964) were accepted the following four varieties became accepted names:
Dendrobium discolor var. discolor
Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii
Dendrobium discolor var. fimbrilabium
Dendrobium discolor var. fuscum.
However when splitting the species into subspecies, with the acceptance of Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata Liddle
& P.I.Forst., Austrobaileya 3: 320 (1990), the situation because more complicated.
Technically I think this means the accepted names for the Dendrobium discolor complex could be as follows:
Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. discolor
Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. broomfieldii
Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. fimbrilabium
Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. fuscum
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata var. discolor
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata var. broomfieldii
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata var. fimbrilabium
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata var. fuscum.
Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata differs from Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor in that the labellum side-lobes
(lateral lobes) curve around the column of the flowers (encircling the column).
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Images of what may be considered Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. discolor, in accordance with the WCSP as at
5 April 2020. Images taken by David James. The top left image is of a plant in Hillsborough National Park. The other three
images are from plants in Mackay (not in cultivation).
The labellum side-lobes (lateral lobes) of the bottom right image are not widely opening but they are not encircling the
column so I have considered it to be of Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor not Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata.

Image of Dendrobium discolor ‘Moresby Gold’ and Dendrobium discolor (Rigo Twist locality flower shape). Images of what
may be considered Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata var. discolor (in accordance with the WCSP as at 5 April 2020).
Images by Jonathan Cara. Images used with photographer’s permission.
The side-lobes of the right-hand image are not encircling the column but they are touching the column so I have
considered it to be of Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata not Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor. Please refer to the
image at the end of the article for a flower of a plant labelled as Dendrobium discolor (Rigo Twist locality flower shape)
where the side-lobes do encircle the column.
I have not used Rigo Twist as a cultivar name because I am not sure that all the plants labelled as Rigo Twist are vegetative
copies. Please remember that cultivar names, in single inverted comas (single quotation marks), have to be vegetative
copies (either back cuts or mericlones) of a particular plant. It is my understanding that the Dendrobium discolor that
come from the Rigo regional of Papua New Guinea (south-east of Port Moresby) are typically very twisted with the petals
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being upright and sometimes twisting together but not always (please refer to image at end of article). Hence the locality
and flower shape name.
The Rigo regional extends from near Barakau to the Lako River and inland to the Owen Stanley Range.
The acceptance of Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor is automatic and required when Dendrobium discolor subsp.
incurvata was accepted. It is my understanding that you cannot have Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata as an accepted
name without there being a Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor. However Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor does not
have to be validly described (its creation is automatic) hence it has no author. The author for Dendrobium discolor subsp.
discolor sort of remains as the author for Dendrobium discolor. The accepted names therefore became Dendrobium
discolor subsp. discolor and Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata.
Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii differs from the type in that it has yellow flower colouration (no brown colouration
or in Latin luteus). The type is the first accepted name being Dendrobium discolor Lindl., Edwards's Bot. Reg. 27(Misc.):
21, t. 52 (1841).

Images of what may be considered Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. broomfieldii, in accordance with the WCSP as
at 5 April 2020. Images taken by David James. The plant that the left-hand image was taken of was labelled as being
Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii ‘Esk Island’ × self.
Dendrobium discolor var. fimbrilabium differs from the type in that it has fimbriate edges to the labellum side-lodes
(lateral lobes).

Images of what may be considered Dendrobium discolor subsp. incurvata var. fimbrilabium, in accordance with the WCSP
as at 5 April 2020, illustrating flower and close-up of labellum side-lobes showing fimbriate edges of the lateral lobes.
Image by Jonathan Cara. Image used with photographer’s permission.
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Dendrobium discolor var. fuscum differs from the type in that it has a flower size (about two-thirds to the size of the typical
type form), lateral sepals that are not overly undulated (having wavy edges), petals that are undulated on the distal half
(having wavy edges only on half the length of the petals and this half is furthest from the centre of the flower) and reddish
brown flower colouration.

Images of what may be considered Dendrobium discolor subsp. discolor var. fuscum (in accordance with the WCSP as at 5
April 2020). Images by Jonathan Cara. Images used with photographer’s permission.
There are a number of colour forms of Dendrobium discolor. I do not have images of the flowers of these colour forms. I
am trying to get permission to use images of some of these colour forms for another article on Dendrobium discolor. Some
of the colour forms of the flowers of Dendrobium discolor are illustration in Spatulata Orchids: Papua New Guinea by
Justin W. Tkatchenko & Steven Kami and published by the Orchid Society of Papua New Guinea, 2006.

Images both by David James
The right-hand image was of a flower on a plant labelled as being Dendrobium discolor (Rigo Twist locality flower shape).
The image of the flower is an oblique view (partially from the side) as the dorsal sepal covered the top of the column
making it difficult to “see” the side-lobes encircling the column. This was the best view to see this feature.
The left-hand image is probably the fullest shaped (widest segments and flattest) Dendrobium discolor I have seen. I do
not know if this is the result of breeding. It could even be intervarietal breeding.
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OBSERVATIONS ON ROOT DEVELOPMENT IN SECTION LACTOURIA
OF GENUS DENDROBIUM
NOEL J GRUNDON
Setting the Scene: The Repotting Maxim
“Repot your orchids when new roots just begin to appear on the next season’s new shoots”. That is the
standard advice given to new and old growers when talking about the better time to repot or divide their orchid
plants. The reasons given for this timing are to minimise the time it takes to re-establish the plants in the new
medium, and to maximise the flower production in the next season.
I have always assumed that roots develop on the next season’s new shoots when these shoots are quite
young, certainly well before they are fully grown. My experiences this summer have caused me to question my
previous beliefs about timelines for development of roots on new shoots with respect to Latouria dendrobiums.
Here, I can only describe what I and other growers of Latouria dendrobiums in Far North Queensland have
observed over the 2019-2020 summer season and ask if other people have seen the same timeline of root
development in new shoots on these plants. Some other questions remain unaddressed:
Is the timing of root development on new shoots completely controlled by the genetics of the plant?
Do temperature and other environmental factors affect and modify the rate at which new roots develop on the
new shoots of Latouria dendrobiums?
My Environment
For many years I had used, with only moderate success, a medium of organic material such as coco chips,
pine bark or fir bark, mixed with charcoal and Jumbo grade Perlite, in the ratio of approximately 2 organic:1
charcoal:1 Perlite with the grade size being determined by the size of the plant – small grade for seedlings and
small plants and medium grade for mature plants.
Because my bush house has no plastic roof, the orchids must endure the frequent rains of the Far North
Queensland wet season, plus the drizzly weather of Atherton’s winter when it takes all day for 4 mm of rain to
fall each day for periods of up to a fortnight (We call it Malanda mist). My normal watering regime is to water
twice a week in summer, and once a week in winter. The average monthly temperatures and rainfall in my
backyard over the period 1996 to 2019 are given in Table 1. The Bureau of Meteorology’s long-term total annual
rainfall for Atherton is 1412 mm; my average total annual rainfall for the period 1996-2019 is 1646 mm, about
240 mm higher – is this ‘climate change’ in action?
Table 1: Mean maximum and minimum temperatures, and rainfall for the period 1996
and 2019 in my backyard, Atherton.
Month
Mean maximum
Mean minimum
Rainfall (mm)
temperature (°C)
temperature (°C)
January
29.9
19.8
317
February
29.7
20.1
345
March
29.3
19.3
310
April
27.0
17.5
127
May
25.1
15.5
74
June
24.0
13.7
53
July
23.2
12.6
39
August
24.6
12.7
25
September
27.0
14.3
22
October
28.9
16.2
51
November
30.1
17.9
101
December
30.8
19.2
187

In September-October of 2019 I radically changed the medium when I re-potted or potted-on my Latouria
dendrobiums. I have always been concerned that the organic component of my medium did not allow the roots
of my dendrobiums to dry out enough with the existing rainfall/watering regime. I decided to change to a medium
that was completely free of any organic material such as coco chip, fir bark or pine bark. The new medium was
Jumbo size Perlite, charcoal and Quincan gravel in a ratio of approximately 1:1:4 with the grade size of the
charcoal and Quincan gravel being 5 mm for small plants, and 5 mm and 10-15 mm respectively for large plants.
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What Happened?
The results were somewhat unexpected. For mature plants, all the old medium was removed from the plants
when new shoots were about 50 mm high and before any new roots had appeared (Plate 1; i.e. at the most
opportune time to replot according to the best advice). These plants were re-potted into new non-organic
medium. At or near maturity of the new season’s shoots, they were all slightly smaller and less vigorous than in
any previous year’s growths (Plate 2). NOT IDEAL!

Plate 1 (Left): Dendrobium forbesii in October, a month after repotting in September 2019. Note no root
development on new season’s shoots. Visible roots on surface are on previous season’s growths and left
exposed during repotting
Plate 2 (Right): Same plant of Dendrobium forbesii as in Plate 1, now in March 2020. Note the new season’s
growths (red arrows) are nearly mature and slightly smaller than previous season’s growths (black arrow).
A possible explanation for the smaller growth of the new season’s shoots was the significant disturbance that
occurred when all the medium was replaced at the time of repotting in September-October 2019.
By contrast, when I did not remove the old medium of smaller plants or seedlings that were potted-on because
these were already growing in non-organic medium, all new growths were larger than those in previous years
(Plate 3). IDEAL! What I had expected!!
Differences in position within the bush house or different cultural regimes of watering, fertilising, and control
of pests and diseases cannot explain the different results between the two batches of plants. All plants were
growing on the same bench and received the same cultural regime.
Can the different results be explained by the significant disturbance that occurred when all the medium was
replaced at the time of repotting of the mature plants in September-October 2019; a disturbance that did not
occur in the potted-on plants?
Maybe so! But surely the new root development of the new season’s shoots would have counter-balanced
any disturbances to the older roots? I wonder!
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Plate 3: Dendrobium Excelsa
(Den. macrophyllum x Den. convolutum) in
March 2020 after being potted-on in October
2019. Note new season’s growths (red
arrows) much taller than previous year’s
growths (black arrow).

Is it all about time of development of new roots?
I kept an eye on how the roots developed on the new shoots of both batches of the Latouria plants. Contrary
to my long-held belief, all plants in both batches of Latouria dendrobiums did not develop new roots on the new
season’s shoots until the new shoots were near or fully mature (Plate 4 and Plate 5).
HEY!! That is not what I expected!
My fellow growers in Atherton and nearby have noticed the same timeline of root development in Latouria
dendrobiums.
What have you noted?
We would like to hear from growers in other regions on the timeline for new root growth on new season’s
shoots of Latouria dendrobiums, and if it may be affected by environmental conditions.
Should the rate of development of new roots on the new season’s shoots of Latouria dendrobiums be so
closely controlled by the genetics of the plant that it occurs when new growths are nearly mature, the advice
about the better time to repot this group of plants might be significantly changed from the maxim for other orchids.
Further, what happens to the timeline of root development when Latouria dendrobiums are hybridised with
dendrobiums from other sections such as Dendrocoryne and Spathulata where root development occurs quite
early in the growth phase of new shoots?

Kalhari

April 2020

Plate 4 (Left): Dendrobium Excelsa shown in Plate 3 with new roots developing in March 2020 on nearly
mature new season’s growths.
Plate 5 (Right): Dendrobium forbesii, same plant as in Plate 1 and Plate 2, shown on March 2020. Note only
a few if any new roots developed on new season’s growths even though these are nearly fully grown and
mature; visible surface roots on far left maybe from previous year’s growths
Noel J Grundon
noel.grundon@bigpond.com

All photos courtesy of Noel Grundon.

HAVE YOU OBSERVED THE SAME TIMELINE OF
ROOT DEVELOPMENT IN YOUR LATOURIAS?
Noel would like to hear from growers in other regions regarding the timeline you have
observed for new root growth on new season’s shoots of Latouria dendrobiums, and if you
have noted the influence of different environmental conditions.

You can contact Noel by email: noel.grundon@bigpond.com
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March 2020 Bench Results
Dendrobium sect. Latouria Hybrids
First

Unknown
*If this was
your plant,
please advise
the Editor

Dendrobium macrophyillum x
tapiniense

Second H Geppert

Dendrobium aberrans x
polysema

Third

Dendrobium Little Green
Apples

G Scrace

Photos courtesy of Jon Cara
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Dendrobium sect. Phalaenanthe Species
First

C Hood

Dendrobium bigibbum var
superbum ‘Deborah’

Second C Hood

Dendrobium bigibbum var
bigibbum ‘Traditional’

Third

Dendrobium bigibbum var
superbum ‘Samantha’ x
‘Cobbs Best’

C Hood

Dendrobium sect. Phalaenanthe Hybrids
First

C Hood

Dendrobium Topaz Dream x
Den. Chao Praya Sweet
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Dendrobium sect. Spatulata Hybrids
First

S Wilson

Dendrobium John’s Charm
‘Tangerinum’

Second C Hood

Dendrobium Brisbane River x
Dendrobium stratiotes

Third

Dendrobium Carron Deb

M Jennings

Dendrobium: Spatulata/Phalaenanthe Hybrids
First

R McAllister

Dendrobium x superbiens
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Dockrillia (Dendrobium sect. Rhizobium) Species
First

N & V Bone

Dendrobium erythraeum

Dockrillia (Dendrobium sect. Rhizobium) Hybrids
First

Unknown
*If this was
your plant,
please advise
the Editor

Dockrillia Limestone x
brevicauda

Terrestrial Species
First

Spathoglottis plicata
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Second N & V Bone

Spathoglottis plicata

Third

Malaxis latifolia

N & V Bone

Miscellaneous Species
First

S Wilson

Eria velutina

Second G Scrace

Pholidota imbricata

Third

Bulbophyllum exigium

R Reitano
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Cultural Plant of the Month
N & V Bone

Dendrobium erythaeum

Popular Vote Plant of the Month
C Hood

Dendrobium bigibbum var.
superbum ‘Deborah’

Orchid of Interest
S Wilson

Eria velutina
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Forthcoming Shows, Events and Meetings
Due to coronavirus restrictions, most orchid shows and sales events across Australia scheduled
over the coming months have been cancelled. Agricultural Shows which often include orchid
sections in their competitions are also cancelling their events. This includes this year’s Brisbane
Exhibition.
The challenge for orchid societies is multi-layered. Government restrictions are likely to be lifted
progressively. The relaxation of current familiar restrictions may come with new rules. Owners
of venues have closed their facilities for varying periods of time and may not be open for
bookings or prior booked events, immediately. Advertising sources are closed. Show
Committees are faced with financial risk in continuing to organise a show that may not
eventuate.
It is likely then that disruption will occur wholly or partially, through to the end of 2020.
Kabi Group will list shows and sales events in the Kalhari when they are made known to us.

Logan Metro Sports and Events Centre
357 Browns Plains Road, Crestmead

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
OPEN NOW
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The Last Page
APRIL WORDSEARCH
Print this page to complete the word search. Words may run in any direction.
Solution will be printed in next month’s Kalhari.

CLUES
BIGIBBUM
CARONII
COOKTOWN
DENDROBIUM
DISCOLOR
ENGAE
EPIPHYTE
FLECKERI
GOULDII
INSIGNE
KABI
LATOURIA
LITHOPHYTE
MERICLONE
MONOPHYLLUM
MYCORRHIZAL
RIGIDIM
SPECIOSUM
TORESSAE

TEASER
Each month we will reveal another four
sections of the photo on the right. The
distinctive single flower is from an
Australasian native.
Do you know the genus and species?
Email your answer to
anoskabi.warren@gmail.com
First correct entry will win a $10
Orchidaceous Supplies voucher.

ORCHIDOPOLY
We tend to think of epiphytic orchid roots as being two-layered when in fact they have multiplelayers. The layers that collectively form the wiry inner “root” (as we like to call it) are known by
what single name?
Answer next month.

