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Bletilla striata 

Bulbophyllum schillerianum 

 North East Queensland to Central New 

South Wales – Cooktown to Newcastle. 

 Pendulous epiphyte; grows on a variety 

of trees along streams and watercourses, 

near swamps. Likes a moist, humid, airy 

habitat. Prefers a shady site. 

 Easy to grow on cork or Callistemon. 

Water well in summer and sparingly in 

winter. Fertilize with low nitrogen during 

warmer weather. Grown in bush house in 

a shady location. 

 



 
Cattleya intermedia var. orlata 

 
Cattleya intermedia var. amethystina 

 
Cattleya intermedia var. coerulea 

 

 
Cattleya intermedia var. concolor  

'Maria Faceira' 

Cattleya intermedia 

 Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. Highly 

variable.  

 Epiphyte. Grows close to the ocean in full sun 

and shady situations. To about 300m altitude 

 Grown in pot with free draining mix of bark 

in shade house. Watered twice weekly in 

summer and once a week in winter. Fertilized 

with high nitrogen for three weeks and low 

nitrogen for one week in summer and low 

nitrogen in winter  
Cattleya intermedia var. striata 



Cattleya loddigesii 'Martinque' 

 Epiphyte/lithophyte. Grows in a 

variety of situations in sunny and 

shady sites on both rocks and trees. 

 Grown in a pot of free draining mix 

of bark in the shade house. Watered 

twice weekly in summer and once a 

week in winter. Fertilized with high 

nitrogen for three weeks and low 

nitrogen for one week in summer 

and low nitrogen in winter. 

 

 

Cattleya skinneri 

 Costa Rica 

 Epiphyte found growing in 

humid forests 

 Grown in bark under 50% 

shade. Watered twice 

weekly in summer and 

once a week in winter. 

Fertilized - 3 weeks high 

nitrogen followed by one 

week of low nitrogen. 

None in winter. 

Cattleya walkeriana var. alba 'Limrick' 

 



 

Coelogyne cristata  

var. lemoniana 

Cymbidium canaliculatum 

 Kimberleys (WA), northern Northern 

Territory, North Queensland to Hunter 

River. 

 Open woodlands, sclerophyll forests, 

common epiphyte in hollows of trees, 

roots will travel and colonise other 

openings in tree 

 Grown in open well drained mix high in 

orchid house; watered every second day 

in summer and not at all in winter. 

Fertilized with low nitrogen in summer 

 

 

Dendrobium canaliculatum 



 
Dendrobium aphyllum 

 

 

Dendrobium 

friedericksianum 

Dendrobium lichenastrum 

 Endemic to North East Queensland – Cairns to 

Mackay 

 Epiphyte, lithophyte; found in rainforests and 

humid situations in open forests; usually above 

500m. It prefers dappled sunlight but will grow in 

full sun. Will form huge colonies. 

 Grown on cork or Callistemon in bush house. 

Watered daily in summer and less in winter. 

Fertilised with low nitrogen in summer. 

 



 Dendrobium goldschmidtianum 

 

 

  
Dendrobium kingianum 

 From Central Queensland (Carnarvon Range) to Hunter River. 

 Lithophyte found in colonies on rocks, cliffs, boulders, gorges. Sites range from hot, 

sunny open sites to more sheltered sites under bushes and in grasses. Usually found at 

some altitude.  

 Grown on a rock under the Callistemon tree. Watered infrequently and fertilized 

infrequently – usually from what falls from the plants above. 



Dendrobium nobile var. cooksonianum 

 

 

Dendrobium prenticei 

 Endemic to North East Queensland 

– Cooktown to Townsville 

 An epiphyte found on the outer 

branches of rainforest trees. More 

common in higher altitudes. 

 Best grown on slabs. Plants prefer 

cool, humid conditions. Watered 

daily in summer and weekly in 

winter. Fertilized with low nitrogen 

fertilizer weekly. 

Dendrobium toressae 

 East Coast of Australia from Cairns to 

Innisfail 

 Epiphyte and lithophyte. From Sea Level 

to 1000m. Can grow in full sun. Quite 

hardy. Forms extensive mats. 

 Cultivation – On slab. Copious water in 

summer but less in winter. Grow under 

50% shade. Fertilizer – low nitrogen in 

warmer months. 

 



 

Dendrobium 

primulinum 

 Himalayan 

foothills from 

North West India 

to Burma 

 Deciduous forests 

with dappled shade 

in summer and full 

sun in winter; from 

300m to 1600m 

altitude 

 Grown in pot with 

an open mix in 

shade house in 

summer and in full 

sun in winter. 

Copious water in 

summer, very little 

in winter. Fertilize 

with high nitrogen 

three weeks, with 

low nitrogen one 

week in summer. 



Dendrochilum 

longifolium 

 

 

Laelia crispata 



Dockrillia 

calamiformis 

 North-East 

Queensland, Iron 

Range to Paluma 

 Rainforest, open 

forest in humid 

situations, cliff 

faces; to 1200m 

altitude 

 Grown on 

Callistemon cuts in 

dappled sunlight; 

watered daily in 

summer and 

weekly in Winter 

 

 

Maxillariella 

mexicana 



Dockrillia fuliginosa 

 New Guinea – Central 

Province – Kaisipi 

Swamps 

 Grows in the lowland 

swamps of the southern 

coast in a hot moist 

climate. 

 Grown on a piece of 

Callistemon which hangs 

in a Callistemon tree to 

catch the breezes. 

Watered daily in summer 

and fortnightly in winter. 

Fertilized with low 

nitrogen in summer 

 

 

Oncidium leucochilum 



Dockrillia mortii 

 Endemic to South East 

Queensland and North 

East New South Wales. 

 Grows on the upper 

branches of rain forest 

trees at elevations above 

300m in moist habitats – 

particularly on ridge tops 

where there is a good 

breeze and clouds and 

mists. 

 Grown on a mount and 

hung in the Callistemon 

tree to catch the breezes. 

Often watered in winter 

at night to induce 

flowering (If there is a 

breeze). Watered daily in 

summer and fortnightly 

in winter. Fertilized with 

low nitrogen in summer 

 



 

Dockrillia teretifolia 

 Endemic from 

Central 

Queensland 

(Rockhampton) to 

Southern New 

South Wales 

(Bega) 

 Grows on 

rainforest trees, 

moist habitats in 

more open 

forests, 

mangroves 

 Grown on slabs and hung in shade house under 50% shade and also hung high in 

Callistemon trees to catch the breezes. Watered daily in summer and fortnightly in winter. 

Fertilized with low nitrogen in summer. 

Dockrillia rigida 

 Cape York to Russel 

River. Also Papua New 

Guinea. 

 Epiphyte - Variety of 

humid habitats – 

mangroves, coastal 

rainforests, paperbark 

swamps, along streams. 

Grows on a range of trees 

but each species must 

have rough bark. 

 Cultivation: On 

slab/bark, good air, 

watered copiously in 

summer, much less in 

winter, fertilized with 

low nitrogen weekly in 

summer, nil in winter, 

under 50% shade. 

 



 

Dockrillia schoenina 

 Central Queensland to 

Central New South 

Wales; Ayr to 

Newcastle 

 Rainforest margins, 

along watercourses; 

on boulders and cliff 

faces. 

 Grown on hardwood 

slabs or cork in 

dappled sunlight. 

Watered daily in 

summer and weekly in 

winter. Fertilized with 

low nitrogen in 

summer 

Dockrillia striolata var. 

striolata 

 Blue Mountains to 

Eastern Victoria 

 Lithophyte forming 

masses on boulders and 

rock faces from full sun 

to partial shade. 

 Grown in pots in shade 

house but brought out 

to enjoy the cold in 

winter. Watered twice 

weekly in summer and 

fortnightly in winter. 

Fertilized with low 

nitrogen in summer  



 

Dockrillia striolata 

ssp. chrysantha 

Phaius wallichii 

 Synonym, for Phaius 

tankervilleae 

 In Australia North East 

Queensland (Atherton 

Tableland) to North East 

New South Wales 

(Grafton). Also in New 

Guinea, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, India and China. 

 Grows in moist to wet 

habitats – swamps and in 

soaks in more open 

forests. 

 Grown in cymbidium mix. 

Watered daily. Fertilized 

with low nitrogen weekly 

in summer. 

 

 

Sarcochilus borealis 

 Atherton Tableland and 

Mt Lewis 

 Grows on the trees and 

vines in the rainforests. 

 Grown on cork under 50% 

shade. Watered daily in 

the warmer month end 

twice weekly in the cooler 

months. Fertilized with 

low nitrogen weekly in the 

warmer months 



Plectorrhiza tridentata 

 Along the East coast from Cape 

York to Eastern Victoria. 

 Epiphyte, widespread and 

common, found in humid habitats 

along streams and gullies, 

rainforest 

 Grown on a mount but needs long 

root room. Kept in a Callistemon 

tree to catch breezes. Watered 

daily in the warmer month and 

twice weekly in the cooler 

months. Fertilized with low 

nitrogen weekly in the warmer 

months 

 

 

 

Vanda pumila 



Sarcochilus falcatus 

 Along East Coast from 

Mt Finnegan to Eastern 

Victoria  

 Grows on ridge tops and 

slopes where there is 

good air movement and 

cloud mists on trees in 

moist habitats. 

Widespread and 

common. 

 Grown on mount which 

is hung in a Callistemon 

tree to catch breezes. 

Watered daily in the 

warmer months and 

twice weekly in the 

cooler months. Fertilized 

with low nitrogen weekly 

in the warmer months. 

 



 

Trichoglottis bipunctatum 

 


